
INVITATION TO A FIRST THINK TANK_ JULY 6 
For more information and schedule, please see : 

www.demo-graphics.net 

  

 
DEMO-GRAPHICS 1 
A biennial event in the Greater Toronto Area 

May-June-July 2017 

 

There is a need for a greater influence of Canada on the international art scene. The world of contemporary 

art has greatly evolved in the last decades and, for the first time in history, includes all continents, not just 

Europe and America. The Greater Toronto area must at this point position itself and become an important 

player in the international context. The local context can only develop itself further by engaging itself in 

actions and events that can lead to an international recognition. 

  

It is with this mindset that we are determined to create an international event which will be held every two 

years. The concept behind the event proposes to go beyond the usual biennial-type events that have quickly 

spread over the globe since the 1990s. Over two hundred biennials exist today. The model at this point 

mostly corresponds to an international assemblage of works by contemporary artists in a location, which is 

not already one of the world's art capitals. It seeks to attract attention both internationally and locally, and 

thematically addresses issues at heart about the state of contemporary art and that of the world. The 

challenge is to be innovative in this context. 

  

The event must have an international as well as a local effect. Since it is to be held in the Greater Toronto 

Area and propelled  by the Peel and Halton regions, we wish to take into account the diversity of the 

populations inhabiting the regions at this point in time. This diversity is linked to globalization and its 

effects. Canada traditionally is made up of three founding "nations", First Nations, French and English. The 

event will build on this phenomenon, but also bring it up to date by including the fact that the Greater 

Toronto Region is now host to a multitude of people of other origins, Indians,  Pakistanis, recent 

immigration from Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America, and ex-Est European countries. 53% of 

the  population in Toronto comes from recent immigration. 

  

The diversity of the population will be central to the event, and for this reason it will be called DEMO-

GRAPHICS. This title references “Documenta”, the name given to the major art event created in Germany 

after the last World War. Documenta was meant to show the world that there was a new spirit in Germany, 

a new opening, and that this event would periodically take the pulse of an international situation.  DEMO-

GRAPHICS is being created while the 21st century is still emerging out of modernism and ideologies from 

the past. A new world is being formed before our eyes. Demographics are a good indication of those 

changes. The event will bring together artists who reflect the diversity of the Greater Toronto Region. From 

the countries where the immigrants came from  we will search for the most remarkable artists emerging 

there, and will bring them together with artists living and working in Canada, and with local populations. 

Components of the project will be spread over various venues throughout the two months period. The most 

important concept behind DEMO-GRAPHICS is that of "Interface". We must create a place for exchange 

and sharing. This is an event where Hospitality will be at the core. 

  

Note the word "Demo-graphics" includes dèmos, the Greek word for the public place, the place where 

democracy and learning is exercised.  It also includes "graphics", which refers to visuality, the visual arts 

and writing. 

  

DEMO-GRAPHICS 1, in the spring of 2017, will be a first exercise in addressing the visual culture 

through the eyes of today’s artists and peoples. Chantal Pontbriand is to be Curator of the first event, Sarat 

Maharaj, Advisor. Asma Mahmood is Founder/Director and Yvonne Singer, Co-director.CCAI (Canadian 

Community Arts Initiative), based in Mississauga, is developping the project with PONTBRIAND 

W.O.R.K.S. [We_Others and myself_Research_Knowledge_Systems] 

 

 

A first THINK TANK is being held on July 6, 2015. 



 

With Mississauga Mayor Bonne Crombie, and in order of appearance : Chantal Pontbriand, Sarat Maharaj, 

Asma Mahmood, Yvonne Singer, Stuart Keeler, Jérôme Poggi, Dora Garcia, Paul Damaso, Bernice 

Morrison, Carolyn Vessey, Andrew Hunter, Gaëtane Verna, Mandy Salter, Mathew Hyland, Ann Webb, 

Gordon Hatt, Thomas Smart, Bohdan Shulakewych, Brian Crombie, Arshad Mahmood 
 


