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WHY A DATABASE FOR 
CORRESPONDENCE OF EUGÈNE

 DELACROIX ?

 The edition of  the correspondence 
of  an artist in a traditional book version 
implies several defaults especially the im-
possibility to display the original docu-
ments, the necessity to choose between a 
chronological and a thematic presentation, 
and the de facto obsolescence of  the edition 
as soon as a new letter reappears on the 
market.

An electronic edition of  the same sources 
helps to solve these concerns. Presenting 
an online version of  Eugene Delacroix’s 
correspondence offers the great interest to 
show the original documents in photogra-
ph, plus two types of  transcription, a lit-
teral one and a modernized one including 
studies and footnotes.
Using a powerful search engine, the base 
allows to read the letters following the 
chronological order, but also gives the pos-
sibility to interview the whole corpus in full 
text or according to specifi c keywords.
This tool is intended therefore to become a 
relevant instrument for the curious reader, 
as well as for the student or the researcher. 
Finally, any letter reappearing in the future 
will be welcome to enrich the existing cor-
pus and expand this database, providing a 
long-term vision of  the complete corres-
pondence of  the painter.
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A team of  art 

historians for a better 
understanding of  the let-

ters thanks to annotations and 
analytical contributions about 

Delacroix’s 
correspondence.

  

 Modernized transcription, 
formated and richly annota-

ted for a better readability and 
understanding of  the original 

document.
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Faithful 

transcription of  the 
original letter respecting 

the punctuation, spelling and 
layout of  the source 

document

Display of  the original letter 
next to its two transcriptions. 

Thanks to high defi nition pictures and 
a powerful technical tool, the electronic 

database helps getting as close as possible 
to the direct reading of  the archived docu-

ment and familiarizing oneself  with
 Delacroix’s handwriting. g.

The highlighted words in 
the transcribed text of  the 

letter refer to educational tools : 
an index nominum and a 

glossary of  technical terms.




